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ABSTRACT 
THELITERATURE OF AGRICULTURE and its related fields has proliferated 
as nations throughout the world have become engaged in major agricul- 
tural activities and research. Today’s expanding information technol- 
ogy has an increasing impact on the management, control, and 
dissemination of this agricultural information. As in all disciplines, key 
documents have helped to shape and define the boundaries of discus-
sion. These documents, although static in nature, form a foundation 
which allows the discipline to grow in the future. The authors of the 
twelve articles in this publication have discussed major issues and 
trends in agricultural information and agricultural libraries and, in 
doing so, have relied upon the diverse and expanding literature on 
agricultural information. 
In the selective annotated bibliography that follows. Emphasis has 
been placed on resources which discuss current and future trends in 
agricultural information and libraries, user needs, issues facing devel- 
oping countries, technology advances, and special problems. These 
documents provide a framework for understanding the current and 
future status of agricultural information and agricultural libraries. By no 
means do they exhaust the wealth of publications that cover the various 
agricultural information topics and issues discussed in this volume. 
This bibliography is divided into twelve sections. The first eleven 
reflect the topics discussed in this volume. The concluding section 
includes documents that are either very broad in scope or do not conve- 
niently fit into a specific subject section. Within each section, docu- 
ments are listed alphabetically by first author. 
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Documents were identified for inclusion in this annotated biblio- 
graphy through discussions with the issue’s editors, by examining the 
literature cited by other article authors, by conducting both manual and 
online searches of the library and agricultural literature, and by check- 
ing both published and unpublished bibliographies. An attempt has 
been made to give equal treatment to all subject areas covered in this 
issue. It should be noted that in some areas there is overlap and annota- 
tions placed in one section could conceivably be placed in others as well. 
The section on lesser developed countries does, however, contain more 
citations than other areas. This was necessary because topics in this area 
include all phases of agricultural information, not just discrete areas 
such as collection management or document delivery. 
All of the documents included in this annotated bibliography were 
examined at either the National Agricultural Library (NAL) or the 
libraries of the University of Maryland at College Park and Eastern 
Shore campuses. 
HISTORICALPERSPECTIVE 
Blanchard, J. R. (1977). The history of agricultural libraries in the United 
States. In A. Fusonie & L. Moran (Eds.), Agricultural literature: Proud heri-
tage, futurepromise (a bicentennial symposium) (pp. 219-35). Washington, 
DC: Associates of the National Agricultural Library. 
Blanchard traces the development of agricultural libraries in the 
United States from the small agricultural library collections at the 
Philadelphia and New York societies for the promotion of agriculture 
in the late eighteenth century to the twentieth century. A history of the 
development of various types of agricultural libraries is presented, 
including U.S. government, land-grant college, and experiment station 
libraries. A detailed look at the history of the National Agricultural 
Library is presented. The extensive list of references cited provides an 
excellent reading list for information on the history of agricultural 
libraries in the United States. 
Farley, R. A. (1977). The development of agricultural libraries in the United 
States: A commentary. In A. Fusonie & L. Moran (Eds.), Agricultural litera- 
ture: Proud heritagefuturepromise (a bicentennial symposium) (pp. 237-42). 
Washington, DC: Associates of the National Agricultural Library. 
Farley expands upon various points discussed by Blanchard (see 
above) in his history of agricultural libraries in the United States and 
focuses on the centralization of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) library system in the late nineteenth century. A letter from 
William P. Cutter, the first librarian of the USDA, to the Secretary of 
Agriculture concerning the recall of books from various divisions 
within the USDA to the main library is reprinted in full. The letter 
provides a fascinating look at the USDA’s library system during this 
time period. 
Greathouse, C. H. (1899). Development of agricultural libraries. In Yearbook of 























